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Dance Rules

All participants in the Maryborough Eisteddfod do so in a spirit of friendly competition and
enhancement of performance abilities in a forum where stage experience can be gained and learned.

The event is staged with mutual respect amongst organisers, adjudicators, competitors and
supporters, maintaining the spirit and integrity of the eisteddfod tradition.

Please read the following rules and regulations carefully to ensure competitors are not disadvantaged.
A breach of any rule may lead to disqualification.

1. GENERAL RULES:
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Entry dates are final. Only under exceptional circumstances and at the discretion of the
executive committee will any late entries be accepted.

Entry and payment will be via the Stardom Competition Online Entry System.
The Stardom system can be accessed directly from http://www.stardom.com.au. Payment is

required at time of entry. Secure payment is offered online via credit card. Direct deposit is
also available. Your entry is not confirmed until payment is received.

Before logging in to Stardom it is useful to peruse the schedule and print or record the
sections that you are interested in entering. If competitors are entering individually, please
ensure that duos/trios are only recorded on one entry.

Log in to Stardom (first time users will need to register with Stardom. Record your username
and password to enable you to check results and to enter in future years).
Once logged in, Stardom will guide you through the entry system.

If you haven’t used the system before and are experiencing difficulty, please don’t hesitate
to contact Tegan Symes 0437 865 960. Tegan will be happy to assist you as soon as
practicable; please leave a message if you receive no answer.

The section description is to be considered part of the rules and regulations.
The committee reserves the right to refuse an entry.
All eisteddfod participants take part at their own risk.

The age section of the eisteddfod is for amateur competitors only. All ‘Open’ items may have
competitors of any age and ability.

The teacher has the responsibility of checking in their group(s) and ensuring they are ready to
dance when required. On competition day, the convenor reserves the right to amend the
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programme to allow for costume changes. Where group items are scheduled back to back, an
allowance of no more than 5 minutes is permitted for competitors to change and be ready for
their next performance.

All items are open to male and female competitors unless otherwise stated.

Places for competitors will be drawn before the programme is printed and competitors will
appear in the order shown. However, the executive reserves the right to make any alterations
to the programme if and when it becomes necessary.

Sections may be divided or combined at the discretion of the committee.

Refunds of entry fees will only be granted when an item is cancelled by the executive
committee.

For solos, an individual may only appear once per section. For duos and trios, an individual
may only appear twice per section.

Groups: A maximum of four groups only per studio are permitted to enter in any one section.
Competitors are permitted to appear in four items only per section. Group sections are
determined by the age of the eldest competitor in the group. The minimum number in any
group is four dancers. Some discretion regarding numbers may be given based on extenuating
circumstances, such as illness or injury. A decision will be made in consultation with relevant
members of the committee and the adjudicator.

Age Rule
Dance:

Competitors must be within the specified age limits as at 1 January in the year of competition.

Vocal & Choral, Speech & Drama, Instrumental, Literary:
Competitors must be within the specified age limits as at 1 July in the year of competition.

Competitors in groups may be younger than the age range but must not be older.
The committee reserves the right to request proof of age from competitors.

School groups are defined as an educational organisation that offers a Queensland Certificate
of Education to its students.

No competitor may use the same performance selection in more than one section.
Copyright (conventional and electronic) remains the property of the contributing author.

Time limits are a maximum of:
Solo: 3 minutes

Duo/Trio: 4 minutes

Song and Dance: 4 minutes
Groups: 5 minutes

Times are to be strictly adhered to. Penalties will apply at the discretion of the adjudicator.

Use of recording devices of any kind is strictly prohibited in the Auditorium, Federation Room,
Dressing Rooms and Backstage.
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Competitors wishing to withdraw are reminded that it is courtesy to inform the convenor or
marshal before the commencement of the session and should enter the title of their
performance as ‘Withdrawn’ on Stardom.

The adjudicator’s decision will be final.

No prize will be awarded in any contest unless there is sufficient merit. All awards in every
section will be at the adjudicator’s discretion. Certificates and prizes may be awarded for 1st,
2nd, 3rd and Highly Commended in each item.

No public protest will be entered into during the sessions. Written protests will be accepted
by the Convenor or Executive within 30 minutes of the protest issue arising, accompanied by
a $50.00 fee. Decisions regarding protests will be notified in writing within 7 days.

Costumes, routines and lyrics must be age-appropriate to the competitor. Competition pieces
must not contain excessive use of foul or blasphemous language or actions.

All competitors must avoid the over-extended (turned-in/inverted) leg mount/kick with the
crotch facing the audience. Penalties may be applicable.

No person, other than the entrant(s), will be permitted to enter the stage. Teachers are
permitted to the Backstage area for the performance, then must leave the area.

The adjudicator must not be addressed during the eisteddfod except via an eisteddfod official.
All enquiries or requests are to be directed to the convenor.

The Brolga Theatre has workplace safety guidelines in place for all stage and backstage
activities. If these guidelines are deemed by the theatre to have been breached, perpetrators
may be asked to leave the premises. A competitor asked to leave the theatre may be
disqualified.

Entry and exit to the Auditorium or Federation Room during performances is restricted.

Adjudication is uploaded periodically throughout the competition and is available to
competitors at musicuploads.com.au

Volunteers and committee members are to be treated with the utmost respect. Abuse of any
kind will not be tolerated. Any concerns or complaints must be to the Dance Convenor and
not any volunteers.

2. DANCE
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By entering this eisteddfod the competitor agrees to Maryborough Eisteddfod rules. The
competitor enters at their own risk and will satisfy her/himself as to the safety of the
competition area and surface to be used. All competitors will follow all directions and set rules
stated by the competition organiser and waives any claims for liability against any organiser
(whether an Association or Individual), participant, official, steward, judge, visitor, employee
or invitee (the “participants”). By entering, the competitor releases the participants from all
liability that may arise out of, and in relation to, the competition. Such liability may include
any personal injury, property loss or damage.

The backstage door and adjacent car park is out of bounds. Teachers are to make
arrangements with parents/caregivers to meet students at the front foyer of the theatre.
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Competitors will be required to sign in at front desk upon entry.

Competitors of any section must report to backstage manager a minimum of 30 minutes
before the start of the section or will be deemed not present and withdrawn from the
competition.

Only competitors in the current section will be allowed in the backstage area.
Do not walk behind the backstage curtain.
No curtain will be used.

No one other than eisteddfod officials, designated teachers, current performer and prop
helper are allowed backstage. Teachers must abide by all rules and take directions from
backstage manager. Teacher’s backstage pass must be worn at all times.

The stage area will not be available for rehearsal during the course of the eisteddfod unless
the committee is satisfied that special circumstances justify such a rehearsal.

Dancers are allowed a helper for props. Props must not obstruct passageways and must be
removed from the backstage area as soon as possible.

4. DRESSING ROOM RULES AND CONDITIONS
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Dressing rooms are limited. Competitors are expected to be respectful and to share these
spaces appropriately.

In shared dressing rooms, all competitors and associated parties are expected to demonstrate
respect for the space, costumes and belongings of others at all times. Supervision is required
at all times.

All electrical equipment used must be tagged and tested by a certified electrician.

Adhering items to walls, windows, doors, mirrors or any surface in the Auditorium or
surrounds is not permitted.

Each studio/school will be responsible for keeping their dressing space clean and tidy. Any
studio/school that leaves their dressing space in an unclean/untidy state will be charged a
$200 cleaning fee.

Any studio/school found to have caused damage to their dressing space will be charged
relevant repair costs. If pre-existing damage is noted when you arrive in your dressing area
the convenor must be advised immediately.

5. MUSIC

5.1

Music must be uploaded to www.musicuploads.com.au prior to the event. Associated costs
are the responsibility of the competitor. The music upload link and all instructions will be
emailed once entries are closed. No CDs, USBs or mobile devices will be accepted on the
day. It is however recommended as an emergency backup, to bring back up music on CD or
USB on the day of your performance.



http://www.musicuploads.com.au/
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Any special instructions must be given to the Backstage Manager. Where there are no special
instructions the music will start immediately after the competitor number is announced. No
responsibility will be taken for any errors.

No dancer(s) will be penalised for technical difficulties beyond their control.

6. SECTIONS
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Improvisation Sections: Competitors will hear the music only once before performing. No
Teacher/Parent is allowed on or near the stage during these sections. Regulation leotard for
ballet and plain coloured dancewear for Jazz. Appropriate footwear to be worn.
Please Note: all competitors are requested to be in the marshalling area no less than 15
minutes before the start of this section. Maximum time limit is 1 min for 12yrs and under and
1 min 30 sec for 13yrs and over.

Prohibited: Powder rosin, Ajax or similar; sand; water; fire and electrical props.

7. CODE OF CONDUCT

7.1

A copy of the Code of Conduct will be available Backstage and will be enforced by the
committee. The Code of Conduct applies to all participants and attendees of the Maryborough
Eisteddfod.

Zero tolerance: The Maryborough Eisteddfod will not tolerate any unacceptable conduct
(including, but not limited to, verbal abuse of any person, obscene language, loud or
boisterous conduct), which is deemed unacceptable by the committee. This includes all
individuals attending at any venue of the Maryborough Eisteddfod.

Refusal of a directive: Any member of the committee or designated official, may give a
directive at any time, to any person to whom this code applies to ensure the smooth and
efficient running of the eisteddfod. Any person who refuses to obey such directive may be
asked to leave the venue, and failure to do so may result in the committee taking action
including the calling of police to ensure the eisteddfod’s unimpeded operation.

Individual behaviour: Any individual behaving in a manner that is unacceptable will be
removed if it be deemed appropriate by any member of the committee or designated official.
If that individual is a competitor, they may be disqualified from competing in that section and
other sections.



